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I_.M'ISH DECOR: The'-hﬁe:ezeway‘ at the'Cors
beathouses on the property. Below, !

grand by almost an? measure Ithasia 33
long living room wi
marble f'm.pl ]

ineredible that the CIA : isiand for sala i

secret operations at th& 2l i Vi ‘
war against Fidel 1 L ; g i
agam.ﬂ:rls is Miami — no stranger o the !:ugh jinks of andneaghbe alking g..-wou.ldcallus insurrectos.” pet 1937: The house.at 6312 Riviera Dr: has
fiv ooms, 13 bdthroams atennis court and
astoried history.

h]f.toﬂr -
- CIA operatives would stride across the'lush lawnin *TURNTO H(&_USE;.-'AiH'
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EXTRA FEATURES: A tennis court In the courtyard invites players: right, Wi

‘Proper

*HOUSE, FROM TH = Ve

For Wirt Maxey,:then a pre-
cccupied:kid of1d:or 15, the
house was home. TEhis ﬁther_
was having company in.the:
bozthouse; he had no 1dea it
was the Company. ; 1

“Lremember people com- 8
ing and going at rather odd
hoursland Fwas b‘asmaﬂ}' told
that these people were rent
ing the boathouse and ha
right’ fo come and g
lcave themizlone.” he'

In his quasi-factual
Herlot's Ghost,. Mo
Mailer catled the'm
nice, cool, handspm& hﬁus
when all’is zaid.”

For most of the last half
century, Makey's father.-
Tom, an Attorney, main-
tained ‘the house meticu-
leusly, keeping it much the ¥
suma as when Martinez and. |
the spooks who dirscted him.
. hatched their missions. The
. boathouse locker toom,
-where the men showered
after raissions, remains a cra-
dle of polished yellow t]le A
sign with carved iron Sﬁ'ﬂ
horses distinguishing the!
men’s from the women’s
locker reoim.

DECISION TO:SELL

After Tom Mazey: dl.{’.‘;ﬂ
nearly two yea.{s,.ago, Wirt, .

COLIJH"EanmaI
ceramlt: tile declks th:—:-
stairs. s

#ltogether, Ma;nne»z BAVS:

the house ‘and -other bases
Lhrmghout South Floridza.

r's maggnﬂ:—ue. he described
‘one. tense. e;usode wh;.stun-
ans Ta}rlor ‘Branch /and

"George Crile IIl'

CRmE: after my boat ona mis-
' sion on the north coast af
‘Cuba and Tradic ed for‘help
‘Beforawe coufl.:l mn decods
ithe return message, these
swere two Phantom jets and a
Teptune ﬂymg overus. It'sE
I:rndernarl-: c-f étl?e_ Amemcan_

who had moved back in'with = il ﬂ!'"‘m
]:ns Iamﬂy to care for ‘his «aﬂ- 1 35! mlget.ﬂmsgilot oul: That WAS
ingfather, and his two youn- ‘the same spmtﬂmi‘ prq"_ira:lel:i

ger sisters decided o éT]l-t]‘.;e
house, along with the isl 9’11,'5",

i

-ﬁ:t"oﬁv Qgemﬁansﬂ“

ﬁﬂ]ﬁba--ﬁas lm icially
daéf&as;f ed. He says IHEE

which the CIA. alsoleased.
Situated in the middleofa,

chain known as'the Ragged: mawi‘iwsm lyli'ami h’a}q_

Keys; it s ofﬂ{:‘ietl.l].r agged H bu,rt :]%e i, -

'm:u.ltmg,' pies at the Sears
}¢ Dhﬁ.l'fg]a‘j oagi ami C‘r:iml

a, presidential
sﬁ.lﬁhex—' praise. i

Key %3 although Rag 'ﬁ';;r ; b ] i b . } b 1

#2 iz just’an ng¢mpging of  to:get amact: g s5 to, Mot @ fancy mer’s. - . reco - lefr ‘him awary..;a irds, theirn:

.coral rock. Ragged Key #3, dredze so we get our kind of'a crappyleckingbear  Martine: me to Later, he was prosecuted for- Big Daddy’s at Southwest
the onewith the CLA past, i ‘intethe island.’ s m the outsids rned Florida in 1941 and enrolled’ lying about his involvem: ue and Bird Road,

ol ts. a':zli]ﬂd- Sty con-.
‘himta: uml,qsx;qned by the Mational
.Pﬁ:&&‘ém.,

the only, Raacgged Key
inhabited. It includes a:two-
smr}f home, -znre‘ta.kser’s cot=
tage,m:lm Lpower lm]i‘*pf:dl.

dogs who for vears ave
noisily announced th pres:
ence, oy an}r mga.ri:g].r -anreréq

o

“The stark white buildings,

\fmhle o anyo *...th hg‘a}: 1h1e:tl wantime Casaﬁlshea,”
ever ﬂgl:lo n?wgate e Braﬂchsndlé:ﬂamﬁte i the -

! chhn_nels and flatsiof B!s—-' H‘a;:pe}s SEOTY:. wh‘lch
cayne Bay, reflect the sum: ing]uéi:_d 2 phﬁto of th& Rivi-
like beasons. Except for the efa Drive house.

ar after Castro’s take-
£in /1959, CIA director
Al en ﬁulIIes hiad ' a:lreadjr
mtmdu-:ed aplan to Tresi-
it Dwight Eisenhower to

lighthouse on nearby, Bocn
Chits, ! ‘the island’s ‘towerin
flag poleis thbtallestﬂzmg
sight, :
I 1960, when Tony Mﬁxe;r'-
acquirad the house f,_ ; 3
Edward Christiansen in: EIUFFU'FH‘rSTﬂR‘I” L
exchange for lezal work, he  wason the market;

vsalies brochure me 1ﬂ51 thE‘.' lﬂﬁ

thehouse ‘Service study reported.
fartinez, who used the hols

Eisenhower,in turn, avtho-

- he ran 354 operations from -

In 21975 articlé for Harp- -

“Onee a Castio) gtmboat '

ﬁnﬂvwﬂ c‘ify'&ik’é Mm.l:cu ]

WHIHERALG FILE 1891 Gyerthrow Castro, the Park -



13 bdthI’OGIl’IS temus court bnathouse — and an island

‘BY JEHMYSTALETG'I.'ICH 8l

fennystalotovichimbel sodttnat

What would 2. spy storybe. 2

witheit s snazzy lair®

e = =

'badro-nm aid’ ups‘tm.r's bu-nk'
room. The ‘carataker’s cottage

. next door is more lavishly
outtitted for its residents with’

AL GEIR0 Rwle‘:a Dk, ‘the: |

- spooks W{:rkmg_ secretly to
© everthrow Fidal Castro found:
not only a secluded boat-
Louse to carry. out under-
cover operations; buta lavish,
H.000-square-foot house W'xth
five bedrooms, 13 bathrooms
and three staircases.

There are also three fire-
plages, four pat:o«s,anoutdomr

grill, 2 tennis court; enclosed  FROM THE! '.'.“A
pool, & guest: house with fall’ bgathg

kitchen, a thmﬂ—smry cupnla

‘with 360-degree views, ser- ' en's locker rooms. The other
vant guarters and a. game. fﬂatu.tesan,m'igmai tw&-smry

roiom w:th alcork f-loo.r

. nearly fawless

Ev&g- mural by, the artist John St

closetiis lined with'cedar and | Johs, |

the original ceramic tiles are. Th:: Bestview of the house,

) A5 ‘.N’qrmstn Mailer noied in
One of the: wo. boa’thm:;es This’ ]:mok ‘Harlot’s Ghost, is

coings ml‘h men's and wom- frizim rhe ‘ﬁ‘&t&!.

'_-wew Qf MMaxay hmme from the Goral Gablag watemay The
ight was used by the ClA.

[water]: and ‘th_at a.ngle s,

‘Goral Gables waterway at the'

. vaulted ceilings and a large
master bedroom. Thep
he  there’s a'pool. Of cotrse.

; Otherithan its lpcationin
ti- the middle of E:scayne-
-~ National Park, what makes it

I remarkabLe its ‘self-

- sufficiency. It ]ms & 30,000~
. gallon eistern, a desaliniza- -
i tion sys?emanﬂ.a mini-power
2. plant for generators. One

A i::a.tetakgrtla:med hie mdgout' .
Hurricane Andrew on the -
1513.11:1 SUrViving a storm

stirge that washed thmug,h

“I've ‘seen it from the wid

in'the chain of tiny
lands bélween Elliott Key

] % the
-nmn.'z.mgi" said Coral Gables. o wuie P:mo famugfﬁ‘ a:m:lC e Wﬁﬁ:mﬁiﬂﬁ the
Historic Preservation’ ﬂfﬁce; tennis court. Asmall pondis A tw . ashes of two' caretalters bui-
.ﬁsmkﬁut::g s 1:|]:e$ oW, carved’ inte the hme‘stone, [eamy i- led'near the base of a, flagpole,
‘what is that?” with narrow channels allow- the island remains larzely
‘The house sits on the ing tidal water in and out. g- unr:hanged from Caold War

The. ‘sale of ‘the. ‘house,

ﬂN‘I‘HE ISLAND: Plagliz under the ﬂagp

CORAL KEY, Edward S, Chnstlangﬂ‘n' Dec. 1954

rized $13 million — which
.ei:emuaﬂvmetaﬁsﬂ,mjﬂmn
2 year — to/trainand recriit.
an army of about 1300 exiles.

The study included a-list
of locations inside and ol of
National Park: boundaries

. that'serves as 2 kind of tour
map. The boathouse; the:
report says, “offered a ].oca-
tion where infiltration ves-
sels could he hidden from

 plain: view, thus shielding
their extensive modn.t-‘:eamns'
and true maturel from: \prying.

- pes

Eventunlly. the CIM:«S%&-
‘tion in'Miami, houso:d on the
south campus of the Un‘iv.gr-
sity of Miami (and: now.
hiizmi MetroZoo), grew to
be the largest outside its
hegdguarters ln'I.:mgley V.
Don Bohning wrote lin his,
book, The Castro ﬂhsess:orl.
About 400 agents oversaw,
“thousands of Cuban exiles
atlded to the! ]:rajrrull for:
everything from prapag.ands.

to' sabotage,” and created
between 300 and 400, front.
Companies Lo coveroils
tracksl,

With somany exiles and
the Communist threat fueling
patriotism, recruiting was
not difficult; even among pri-
vate: citizens like Tom:
hiaxey, whoranhis own law
prattice along with 2 real
egkabo: mv:;stm&nt;tum. ’

"‘Thf.f].rwoulcl opernly go up)

to someone; like'at The Her-
dld, {managing Edl,tox}
George Beebe, and say we
rized your help. Thatwasnot
ancommon. Imisure: there
SEre dr::rzens of legitimate
companms in Miami that
were cogpetating. Here you

have a major academic insti-

tution: (UM ¢oo;|geraf1ng ;

:.v:fht_thﬁ:{mmﬁ'.. Sl

i e
“The atmaﬁghe:e was com-
pletely different.”
And: m‘ust‘ would *#e“a.dll}l‘
‘agree to help. ey |
8o long as Cuba was
t&arg&t forintelligence gatb@;- |

ing, Miami' was, th.e ‘natural
starting point for those oper:
ations,” said Bistorian Tims

thy Naftali, author of One
‘Hell! afa'Gwnb!e ‘and curator

of the Nizon Li mnr"’MJamr

has plaved a key role in the
secret history. of Ehe United
States, In Cold War Miami,

thie CTA would niot Imve had'a
hard time recmtmg-

Wirt Magzey, dl}.&S not’

lc;mw how the CIA contacted

his father. However, his:
Iackson Mnxey.;-

uncle,
worked (for the ag

Washington, he zaid. Years

]:ater, Maxey's. father -tl:lls;l

it he informed his brother,
Jammn. thaphe’d been 1ga,ﬂ-_ i

ing the house and island

]acksar&s empiﬂ‘_srer ‘Andihie

brother never knew:

_That ‘doi esn't surprise

Mmt,: nez.

“Theve ]s spmethmg the:? if
call compartmentation _amL;

they have a: gund cover,”
said. “T'm sure
who bought the house at the

tim.e were well-connected:
with thie gmﬂexnmentbecause.
they had: to haye national

‘security. depmnm.? 4

Back to the house. Bﬁﬂbm-

‘H R

1027 it WS &e;:gne;ﬂ.
architec! ur tiem of
and St whoss fou

E:ru.u&m
p‘arl:ner. I"h.meas Pm&t w&s"

e people’

monumental buildings; said nal fA’rtshCenter,

A - SUNUATAK

SPHOTOS BY AL EII.'.!}HMHI HERALD STARE

'OFF THE GRID: Coconut palms surkolnd the houseon. Ragged Ke? #.3 whichthasa cistern, desalinization system
“and power plant: Bela:-w ;:are}:aker Sandee Patterzsen painted the art

nwork on the walls of Her cottage.

Hughy was given permission

‘to add” the ‘dock, records.

{show, and in 1952, Christian-

‘sen added the side wings that

include, amaong other things,

i ithe guest house, game room

and servant quarters: A year

| later, he added the pool and
Boathouses,

1o the 19505, Fulgencm
‘Batista, who had a home in
Daytona Beach, visited when
\he was considering buying it
as al retreat, said Davis,
‘Ghristiansen’s daughter.

Havinga house fmm the.
‘eralargelyintact apd in such
'good/ shape is rave, Parks
said "Tt'sa gift.”

Despite its grand scale,
Martinez said it 'worked
fmhrkzbl? well for the spies.

“¥ou could go through the
channel to the open seas and

return anu:i. keep it ¥ery silent.
Mo one would suspect: that

t fﬁ 5 unanm-va gore P 0 sales pffil:e for upscﬁle'--hn\:sa was used in the apera

super\{:smg am o ': %J u;gsthﬁ ; on— .tili_il panish ‘E-":i!hge project. tions against | the Communist
Hade B i ~The House was built for regime of Cliba, hie said. "It

a,ooluna’t, Gty _; R@'Eﬁﬂ,%@aﬂes ‘Prés- was avery good house. [Ewas

“beautiful. _ﬁnd.' we hehaved

icer g&’a:aHaailf:
very m:tm:dmg to the house.”

- Paist :red ¢ for his am ervation:C
Fl im npw *ihe Kautz. In 1945, owner Laery

_l—“



